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KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
JANUARY 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Environm ental Conditio ns:
We have had a great month for the Snowbird s to enjoy.

The

weather has been perfect and the fish have been going into the
coolers.
was fifty.

Tempera tures:

Highs were in the eighties and our low

Winds were calm most of the month and toward the

end they were a breezy ten knots. Zero rainfall !
II.

Management Activiti es:
This month started out like most, but ended with a rare
breed spotted on the Kissimm ee.

The first part of the month

was our usual patrolli ng and watching the birds and deer and
hogs doing their thing.

I

The water has declined a little in the

marshes and the trees and other greenery has started to bloom.
Uncle Jack and wife were down and on the sanctuar y visiting
and that's when we saw a FERGY, all who know Uncle Jack know
what a fergy is~

I am sure you will agree that this is a rare

breed, Fergy not Uncle Jack.
We did have a great time and even spotted some wild hogs,
and stopped and took pictures of the hog traps and I explaine d
how the traps worked.

Most of the month was calm and peacefu l

and the prairie looks great turning green again.
so until then, see ya.

Not much else
,I

'

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
FEBRUARY 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER,WARDEN/MANAGER
I.

Environmental Conditions:
Wind·s· were calm and no rainfall.

Our temperatures were

mild this month with a high of 88 and a low of 69 on the prairie
at Glenns weather station.
II.

Management Activities:
I invited or should I say enticed a few of my friend with
a little beer to come spend the day on the sanctuary.

We also

build two 16'x 20' hog wire pens for the research department.
Larry should be coming up soon and we will install the weather
collecting insturments.

We did take most of the day because

one of the sites was back in a pietty boggy place.

Well, Mike

Duver found the spots so now you know why it was so boggy.
The marshes are holding a little water and the prairies
are drying from the lack of rain.

When the water dries from

the roads it gets real muddy and that makes for a nasty and hard
pulling time for the Bronco.
Rod has been watching four kites in the reservoir next to
fire tower on Viking.

He is sure they will nest in this area

and he's probably right.

Wade Barnhill is the new manager of

Viking and a good friend of mine, also one of our airboaf ~embers,
'
and he is going to keep the water level up in the resetvoir.
'

We should have more kites up on the prairie than the lake
if the lake keeps dropping.

That would be a switch.

now and let ya'll rest your eyes.

See you next month.

I'll go

KISSIMME~ PRAIRI~ - SANCTUARY
MARCH 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER,WARDEN/MANAGER
1

I.

Environmental Conditions:
for this month.

"TERRIBLE" should sum the weather

Our high was 90° and the low was 55° and add

about thirty knot winds and no rainfall and you get a dry prairie.
II .

. Management Activities:
Helping Rod trim some of the dikes and watching the water
slowly disappear has been most of the activities this month.
We do have twelve Green Herons roosting in t~e willows on the
canoe dike.

We can also find most of the hog population near

near any of the ditches or water holes.

'•

The gators are also

in mos t of the ho 1 es wat in g for 1 un ch when the game comes for
a drink.
Larry Riopelle will be up next month with the weather station
material.

When this is installed we will know exactly what the

weather has been doing.
The kites on the Vikings lake have nested with five in number
and seem to be doing well on finding enough food. Rod and Glenn
have been watching these kites each d~y and have keep records
of the time they have arrived until the time they have mated
and built their : nest.
I'll go now and hope to have a little more exciting news
next month on the weather stations.

.l

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
APRIL 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANA~ER

I.

Environmental Conditions:
Zero rain, 92 degrees was the high and the low was 58°,
with a 15 knot wind.

II.

Management Activities:
We know have two weather stations, one on the SW end that
has the following:
in the water.
Rain Gage,

Evaporation Pan, with a temperature reading

Air Temperatures, Max., Min., and present, Plastic

Recording Rain Gage

Slingpsychrometer, Hygrothermo-

gram, and the old ground water well.

The SE end has the pan,the

plastic gage, recording rain gage, and air temperatures.
These · are to be recorded each Monday along with the ground
wells in each corner of the sanctuary.

Traveling is easy now

and we can ride over the entire sanctuary without wetting a tire.
Most of the wading birds are scarce with· a few Green Herons
in the willows at the c~noe crossing.

The ground water has

dropped in the sw · corner 17 inches, NW 9 inches, NE 21 inches
and SE 9 inches all this month.
I have seen three fawns this month, and the hogs have all
but moved from the sanctuary looking for more water.
now and will have more next month.

I'll go

The USGS will start drilling
,1

wells on the NW . section. ·

11
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KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
MAY 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT ·
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Envir onme ntal Cond itions :
No rain until the last week and we then had a total of
2.5 inche s. The high was 95 degre es and our low was 70deg
rees.

II.

Management Activ ities:
The USGS will not be drill ing on the sanct uary, not enoug
h
water to drill with and acces sibili ~y ~as also a proble m
for
the 80 thous and pound . drill rig.
The bird life on the parch ed sanct uary has come down to
our resid ent Grass hoppe r Sparr ows, pairs of quail , Red-w inged
Black birds , Grack les, Red-S hould ered Hawks, Turke ys, Wrens
,
Field Larks , and other non-w ading birds .
Mr. Willia ms has plant ed a large grass field and we will
soon be havin g a few deer move in the area. Our hogs have
eithe
camou flaged thems elves or comp letely moved from the dry ponds
and out into the middl e of our more deepe r ponds with little
to no water .
Rod keeps trimm ing the trail s and I keep an eye on him
becau se of the heat, as you wel~ know you can't tell him
to keep
cool and stay out of the heat. See ya'll next month .
,J

I

r

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
JUNE 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Environmental Conditions:
Three inches of rain, temperatures were ninety-six and lows
were seven t y-f o·ur, winds were calm too twenty-five k~o ts.

I.

Management Activities:
Our weather stations are working well and I installed another
recorder on the NE well.

Larry will be up next month with the

pipe and we will install about thirty-four more of the wells. I
suggested we come up with a well driller better than the last
one they had . and Larry and I worked out an idea that should work.
The prairie is still a dry area and now is the time to drill
well, especially in the willows and ponds.

Mike and Larry had

w~lked over all the sites the well were - best located and I would
pick them up on the other side of the willows and marshes.
We have a few more deer to add to our herd, I saw four
new fawns this month.

The USGS have been all around the sanctu~ry

on other properties and can't seem to find a good site to drill.
I think they are wanting to drill more ~ell than first ~started
and the people have found this out.
I'll let you know next month how the new drill rigs works
See ya'll

and hope the water stays down until we are finished.
next month ..

·'

KISSiMMEE PRAIRIE SANTUARY
JULY 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Environm ental Conditio ns:
The evening storms have dropped four - inches of rain this
month and had winds gusting too thirty knots.

The highs were

ninety-e ight and lows were seventy- two.

II.

Managem ent Activity :
Larry and I started drilling ·on the second week and are
still drilling .

Our drill rig is a five horse

on a ten foot tripod.

motor mounted

A pully is mounted on the motor and a

pully at the top of the tripod and a rope attached to a truck
axle.

Larry pulls a lever down onto a belt and the pully starts

pulling up the axle up and Larry releases the lever and the axle
falls on the ,pipe.
The wells are fairly easy to drill, it's just the places
we have to place the wells.

With Larry cutting the trails through

the sawgrass and willows and I carry the heavy items, we make
a pretty good team.

To the people that don't know Larry, he

is not a heavy i tern himself, maybe lO(H.bs. wet.
We have logged some unusual happenin gs:

A large turkey

gobbler running off two deer, well the deer were infront of the
turkey.

Then we saw about fifty Black Vultures hopping.1 up and
I

,

down, running side-way s and also another long black ohj~ct.
The other object was a nine foot gator that had just caught one
of Harveys calves.

The vultures didn•t scare the gator from

the calf, but we did and called Harvey and he came out and found
out how long the gator was.

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
AUGUST 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Environmenta l Conditions:
Hot and Hot would be the theme for this month.
1

Our Hygro-

Thermograph charted 98 degrees was our high and 61 was our low.
Total rainfall reached 3.2 inches and our humidity ranges from
60 through 100.
II.

Management Activities:
"Drilling Wells", and that is it for this month.

We have

worked together enough now and w~ both .know just what needs to
be done and the well drilling is going along real fine.

We plan

to start jetting out some of the well next month and check the
return on the water.

This is it for the prairie and the first

words tell the whole story for this month on the Kissimmee.
More next month and maybe we'll be finished, see ya'll next
month.

,I

,

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
SEPTEMBER 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER WARDEN/MANAGEAR

• I.

Environme ntal Condition s:
This month was a little cooler than l~st, 92 was our high
and 64 was the low.

Our rainfall was a little ~ore this month

with 8.2 inches that covered the ground and the prairie is now
1iJ·e

t.

I I. Managemen t Activitie s:
Larry and I have started washing out the wells and have
completed most of the well we can reach with the water tank and
trailer.

This rig is a little longer than . the drilling rig and

some places are difficult to reach and bac~ out of through the
trees and marshes.
It was starting to get real dry on the prairie and we had
to fill our tank over on Harvey Thomas's water hole.

This took

most of our time filling up the tank and then we w·•e re working
on the Northern end of the sanctuary and found water in the ditches.
We have ten more well to drive and I'll have to use the
airboat to reach these sites, maybe it will work easier and we
can complete these transects.
This is about it for Sept. and I hope we will be through
by next month.

,1

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
OCTOBER 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANMAGER
I.

Environme ntal Condition s:
The month of October was a welcome relief from the heat
of past mo~ths.

Dur high was 88 degrees and we did get down

to 48 one night.

The 20 knot winds wer~ cool and refreshing

while we drove wells.

The prairie has just about lost ~ost of

its surface water with only .75 inches of rainfall. '
II.

Managemen t Activitie s:
Larry and I have finished all the well we can reach with
the bronco and now we are using the airboat for the remainder
of tran-sects .
mus load.

We did find out the airboat will carry an enor-

One time we had the drilling rig with a three horse

motor, a water pump with a three horse motor, twelve pieces of
two inch pipe five and a half feet long, Larry's tool box, one
60 lb. drive~ (for the pipe) two gas cans, . one chain . saw and
Larry and myself.

The boat didn't have a bit of trouble moving

on the ground until we got into a little deep water and then
it wanted to lean a little to one side.
We were in one hammock in Wet Rock Marsh along the old South
fence and spooked 22 Wood Ducks from the trees.

Other than the

ducks we just drove well this month and shouid we through next
month.

I' 11 _go now and get to drilling, see ya' 11 next month.
1

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
NOVEMBER 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, WARDEN/MANAGER

I.

Environmenta l Conditions:
The prairie was a nice place to be this month with calm
days and 84 degree temps. during the day and 42 at night.
Rainfall was .58 inches and this has dropped the water table
a few inches each week.

II.

Management Activities:
Larry and I have completed all eight trans-sects with
36 new wells, four old wells and thr&e culverts on the Military
grade.

The wells seem to be giving an accurate reading at this

time with the water dropping on the surface and in the marshes.
I found 15 turkeys in Dead Pine Island while reading one
of the wells.

I can run the wells with the airboat in five and

one half hours. I haven't tried with the Bronco because I couldn't
get to five of the wells.
Our deer have started moving around and I have found four
bucks and two of the bucks were four points and two were eight
pointers.
Rod and Harvey have tried trapping some of the hogs in traps
but the acorns have been the cause of not going into the traps.
They seem to enjoy the acorns better than the corn and wiil not
go into the traps.

Maybe next month the acorns will - ~~ ' gone

and they can catch a few in the traps.
I'll go now and cut some of the weeas around the weather
stations.

See ya'll next month.

Happy Holidays.

KISSIMMEE PRAIRIE SANCTUARY
DECEMBER 1990 ACTIVITY REPORT
NOEL CHANDLER, . WARDEN/MANAGER
I.

Environme ntal Condition s:
Kissimmee had .15 inches of rainfall. Our temperatu res
were cool with a 40 degree mark for a low_ and the high was 81.

II.

Managemen t Activitie s:
The ditches are drying so that I will have to us the Bronco
on some of the wells to the North East and the airboat on the
other wells ~

It looks like we may be going to have a dry prairie

this year.
The hogs are still having enough acorns ·to feed on and not
the corn in the traps.

Harvey and Rod are hunting the hogs with

dogs now and have caught a few this month.

Billy Welborn has

been riding them on a few hunts and he is one of the Game Wardens
that live down the ioad from Harvey in Rasinger.

He was with

Dusty and I on a turkey hunt at Sonny Peacock camp a few years
ago.
Rod is going up and trimming the dikes and clearing some
of the trails. He also enjoys the hog hunts . and I think Harvey
has just as much fun with Rod on the hog hunts, because Rod is
scared of hogs.

See ya'll next month at the meetings.

,l

